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CHAPTER IV.

OF THE BLESSED DEATHS OF FATHER JEAN DE ERE-

EEUF, AND FATHER GABRIEL LALLEMENT.

AS early as the next morning, when we had assur-
ance of the departure of the enemy,—-having
had, before that, certain news, through some

escaped captives, of the deaths of Father Jean de Bre-
beuf and of Father Gabriel Lallement,—we sent [45]
one of our Fathers and seven other Frenchmen to
seek their bodies at the place of their torture. They
found there a spectacle of horror,—the remains of
cruelty itself: or rather the relics of the love of God,
which alone triumphs in the death of Martyrs.

I would gladly call them, if I were allowed, by
that glorious name, not only because voluntarily, for
the love of God and for the salvation of their neigh-
bor, they exposed themselves to death, and to a cruel
death, if ever there was one in the world, — for they
could easily and without sin have put their lives in
safety, if they had not been filled with love for God
rather than for themselves. But much rather would
I thus call them, because, in addition to the chari-
table dispositions which they have manifested on
their side, hatred for the Faith and contempt for the
name of God have been among the most powerful
incentives which have influenced the mind of the
Barbarians to practice upon them as many cruelties
as ever the rage of tyrants obliged the Martyrs to


